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The imposing figure of Alexander Nevsky, one of 
Ihe great ancestors of the Russians, inspires the 
people of the Soviet Union in the Patnotic War 
thev <ae now waging against the Hitler invaders. 

Over s^ven hundred years ago, m the middie of 
the thirteenth century, a vast horde of Mongols and 
Tatais led by Khan Batu the grandson of Genghis 
Khan, invaded Russia from the Bast, and laid waste 
to the land with fire and sword They burned and 
sacked many towns and villages, massacred a part 
of the population and imposed heavy tribute on the 
smvivors Many of the people abandoned then homes 
ind took refuge in the torests and wild places 
is the ancient chroniclers wrote 'Men scurried for 
places which formerly were the haunt of wolves^ 
and wohes roamed freely in the former habitations 
of man ’ 

The region of Veliki> (or Great) Novgorod escaped 
devastation. 

- In the middle of the thirteenth century, Velikiy 
Novgorod was an extensive region with the city of 
Novgorod as its capital The power of Novgorod 
extended m the north to the Gulf of Finland and 
Ibe. JVliile Sea, and in the east — to the Ural Moun- 
tarns and to wh»at were known as the ”Ugor Lands, 
the vast temtory of Siberia The Novgorod donnams 

& eluded the cities of Pskov, Rzhev, Torzhok and 
elikiye Luki It was m Novgorod that the idea 
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arobt ot regenerating Russia and of expelling th 
Mongol-Tatar invaders from the land 

Novgorod was iich in timber fur, fish and coppe*,f 
but was poor in grain It was situated within easy* 
reach of the mam ri\er basins of Russia — the Volga/ 
the Dnieper and the Western D\ina The ri\er Vol- 
khov connected it with the Gulf of Finland, through 
which ran the loute the western countries The 
numerous iiveis ’which flowed through the region, 
particularly m the hasm of the Volga, connected it 
with the nch grain districts of the south 

Fa\ouiably situated m the middle of the trade 
routes, No\gorod became an important commercia 
centre, and m the city numerous handicrafts flour 
ished The No\goiod merchants the Xo\gorod an 
Psko\ handicraftsmen, as ’well as the No\gorod ar 
Pskov peasants were all more or less dependei J 
upon the commerce of No'vgorod Their prosper^/ 
depended upon the strength and stability of the 
political metropolis — Novgorod ' 

In the hour of pent, w"hen the ahen in\ ader threat 
ened Novgoiod, the ertire population lose to defend 
its land and liberties Stand tast for Velikiy No\- 
gorodl” was their battle cry 

* 5 ; ^ 
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In the early part of the thirteenth century, 
northern neighbours of Novgorod, the Swedes, a 
its w^estem neighbours, the German barons, increase 
their predatory incursions into Russia This *‘Crusa< ^ 
er rabble,” as Karl Marx called them, had tr^ke 
part in the Crusades for the conquest of Jeiiisa’ 
but had been defeated Now, talong advantag 
the devastation of Russia by the Mongol-TJ 
hordes, they invaded the countiy with an e^e 
*‘easy” loot 

In 1201, the Ordei of the Knights of God 
founded m the district where Riga now stands 
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fOrdei conwhted of former Crusadeis At abouv^ 
time the Knights of the Teutonic Older 
peared m East Pxussia The object of both these 
knightly Orders was to conquer lands m the east 
Ihe robber hordes of Teutonic Kmghts luthless- 
Iv plundered and massacred the Sla\s, Lithuanians 
-md Thud tubes, robbed them of then lieedom, im- 
posed their faith upon them and reduced them to 
^eifdom 

Ab the ancient chioniclei lelatcs in 1217, the in- 
habitants of Novgoiod and Pskov defeated these 
German 'em -kmghts m a senes of sanguinary bat- 
tles and drove them liom the land In 1237, the 
Knights of the Teutonic Order and another Order, 
1 C Knights of the Cross, united to form the Li\o- 
Ixan Order and resumed their efforts to conquer 
*\o^ gorod 

T The people of Ko\goiod fought heroicall> against 
he Germans who pressed upon them m the west, 
and agamst the Swedes who were attacking them 
in the north 

Being in constant danger of attack, Novgorod was 
obhged to maintain strong armed forces for its de- 
''ence These forces were led hy the Prince of Nov- 
j orod Unlike the other cities of ancient Russia, the 
, '^ople of Novgorod elected their Pnnee At the time 
which we are speakmg, the Pnnee of Novgorod 
s Alexander, son of tJtxe Grand Pnnee Yaroslav 
^ ^olodovich 

nFrom his early childhood Alexander witnessed the 
erce struggles the people of Novgorod waged agamst 
ie> mortal enemies and would-^ conquerors — the 
, k ^ans m the west and the Swedes in the north 
ie still a boy he took part m these campaigns 
' he ranks of the force led by his father T^is 
'"^nence had hardened him as a warrior and had 
^ensified his love for his country" At the age of 
%hteen, Alexander was already a full-fledgq^ war- 
^or, brave and intrepid, and a skilful commander 



of hib own force By his bearinj? he w'on the hearts^ 
of the people ot No\gorod and they elected him 
as then Prince On ascending the throne he vron the 
support of his people not only as a sloat wariior, 
but also as a shrewd statesman 

When No^goiodwas beset 'vvithgia\e dangei, Alex- 
ander displa\ed extreme flexibility m his policy 
He secured some mitigation of the tribute which the 
people ot No\gorod were compelled to pay the Mon- 
gol Khan and ensured the land of Novgorod secu- 
rity from Mongol-Tatar incursions This iett Alexan- 
dei flee to take %ngorous action against those who 
had co\etoiis designs against Russia 

Disasreements aiose now and again between 
Alexander and the people and son^etimea their rela- 
tions became so strained that Alexander left the citv, ^ 
but on each occasion the people recalled their Pnnee, 
for they were confident of his devotion to Russia 
and trusted his skill as a military leader 

The first to attack Novgorod were the Swedes 
This was m 1240 The object of their campaign 
waste seize Novgorod and to subjugate the popula- 
tion. The Swedish forces were led by the Sw^ish j 
King’s son-in-law Birger i 

The people of Novgorod got wind of the hostile 
preparations ot the Swedes Their hvely compi'et*-" 
cial intercourse with foreign countries enabled them 
to obtain fairlv lull particulars of the preparahons 
for and the purposes of the campaign, and ac- 
cordingly took measures of defence They fortified 
Ihe line of the riv<er Shelon, they placed guards 
along the coast, and instrucleu their merchants who 
travelled to the towns of the Hanseatic League*** 
With merchandize to be more vigilant thgn ever 
and to bring back all ihe information they could - 
In the summer of 1240 the Swedes reached th€ 

♦ The union of commercial cities siiualed in the vicinity 
the Baltic and Xorth Seas Novgorod was a member of 
I^gae. 
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jijanks Gi the lUer Ne\a Thea plan was to -approach 
No^^olO‘i via ihe ye^a Lake Ladosja tnd the ix\er 
Vo]Jvno^, attack it and ^‘Ubduc d Thf\ weie so 
confident ot \ictoiy that Biiger e\en sent Alexander 
a challenge in which he said Resist it you can. 
Know that I am alicad\ taking joni land m cap- 
tiviU 

Alexander lesolved to ene the enemv battle at 
the spot where he least expected A, viz , at theNe\a 
His torces rapidly marched tu Ladoga and attacked 
the Swedes stationed at the estuary of the nver 
Izhora 

On Jul\ 15, 1240, a battle took place between 
the Xo\£orodites and the Swedes, which is known 
in histoiy as the Battle of the Neva The Russians 
launched a Mii'orous attack, diumg into the very 
heart of the Swedish camp The Swedes resisted, 
but the\' weie pressed towards the ri\er Alexander 
pushed torward to engage Birger m mortal combat 
and cut him down with his sword 

The Sw^edes were unable to ^\ithstand the on- 
slaught and began to retreat to the n\€r pursued by 
the Russians to pre\ent them from enubaxkuig on 
their ships That day many Russian warriors dis- 
played exceptional courage and heroism 

The remnants of the defeated Swedish forces man- 
aged to emhaik and sail back to their country The 
campaign w’hich had been launched with such far- 
reaching objecis thus ended m utter defeat. The at- 
tempt of the Swedes to vanquish Novgoiod failed 
Under Alexander's skilful leadership, the people of 
Novgorod fought heroically for their independence 
and successfully beat off the foreign invaders. 

For the victory he achie\ed over the Swedes on 
the ri\er Xe\a, Alexander was given the surname of 
Nevsky After this \ 7 ct 0 ry his fame spread still 
wider. 

' The defeat sustained by the Swedes knocked the 
desire to attack Russia out of them for quite a long 



time, but the lesson which they had been taught 
was not learned by their neighbours, the Li\onian 
Knights 

Owing to the treachery of Tverdiia I\ankoMch, 
a merchant of Pskov the Li\oman Kmghts suc- 
ceeded, m 1240, in captuiing Pskov and Isborsk, and 
in the comse of the winter of 1240-41 they captured 
the Novgorod cities of Luga and Teso\ They also 
captured the city of Kopor^e and con^erted il into 
a lortiess with the object of using it as a base for 
the conquest of the whole land of No^goiod As 
they maiched on Novgoiod their battle cry was 
‘We shall \anquish all the Sia\&^ ’ 

The Geimans left" a trail of death and destruction 
As the chronicler z elates, on capturing Psko\ they 
set fire to the entiie mei chant section of the town, 
devastated the entire country-side and took many 
captnes and sent them to their country 

As soon as Pskov was definitely m then hands 
the Germans began to fortify it The lands in its 
\icinity were shared out among the knights, and 
the peasants who had culti\ ated that land were 
reduced to serfdom The government of Pskov was 
concentrated in the hands of the Grand Master of 
the Order, Hermann \on Balk 
According to the Germans’ plans, the capture 
Pskov was to ha\e been the first stage m the con^ 
quest of the entire land of Novgorod, mcludmg its 
capital and stronghold, Novgorod These plans had 
to be thwarted and Pskov recaptured from the 
Livoman Kmghts 

To all the cities of \ehkiy Novgoiod Alexander 
issued the call “Russians, arisel” 

As was the case m 1240, Alexander quickly mus- 
tered the necessary forces for this irew 

The troops Novgorod had brou^t out against the 
Swedes in 1240, and which it brought out against 
the Germans in 1242, were, in the mam, equipp^ 
in the same way as their enemy In the illustrations 
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sketched m the annals of the battles ot this period 
that ha^e come down to the No\j:>orodi warriors 
can baieiy be cksshni^mshed from tuivonian. 

Kmqhls The only diffeience betwoen tlicm ya# that 
the Geimanik wore lound helmet^ toow'^n ^ijaladi,” 
whereas the Xo\goiodites woie Led tielmcls called 
‘ shelomas* Both the Germans 'tod the Novgorod- 
iks veeio aimed w^th lances, swords and shields 
The upper part ot their boaie^ ana tlicir legs were 
protected bj hea\\ cham aimoa^ 

Such was the equipment or the Pm^sian nobility 
and the weaitliv clashes and of then retainers When 
threatened bv a poweiful enem\ in command of 
large forces, the Prince called for the formation of 
a popular imlitia, ' to supplement the re^ului aimed 
forces Sometimes this militia embiaced the entire 
male population capable of bearing aims 

The mJitia armed them:5elves with w hate's er came 
to hand bows and ai row’s tipped wnth^Mr<jnor flmt, 
axes, maces, improvised pikes, swrords anMoi^knives 
Both in 1240 and m 1242 Alexau^ dilled up 
such a militia and IM them, into against the 

mvadeis ^ ^ S r • 4 1 

In the penod of Jwhich* we are sf^alang, the 
German kmghts hned up for battle in the form of 
a trapezium, wnth the upper wedge turned to- 
wards the enemy This formation, with picked war- 
riors at the spearhead, enabled the Germans to 
pierce the enemy’s front, break up his forces and 
defeat them piecemeal The Novgoiodites called this 
the “"pig formation ” 

In leading his forces against the Germans Alexan- 
der bore in mind the tactics they usually employed 
and determined to hne up his forces in sutSb a way 
as to pi event the German horsemen from develop- 
ing their initial success He planned to hem them in 
^tnd depnve them of their mobihty and thus con- 
vert the battle mainly into a fight between foot men, 
in which the Novgorodites were far more skilled 



and experienced than the Geimans With this object 
m Mew he lined up his forces m V form with 
the opening facing the enemy This foima^ 
tion enabled his forces to en\elop the enemy, hem, 
m his line, restrict his power to manoemie and to 
strike him a crushmg blow The No\goiodite 3 called 
this the ' heel formation ” 

The Xo\gorodites fought both on horseback and 
on toot At the begmmng ot the battle they fought 
m mass formation, after which they deployed and 
1 ought m small groups In their tactics they resorted 
to various militar^^ luses, such as ambush, outflank- 
ing and feigned retreat 

The area that was to become the field of battle 
between the Xo\goiodites and the Germans was an 
extensive plain between Lakes Peipus, Psko\ and 
Hm^n The shortest route to Novgorod was that be- ' 
tween Lakes Peipus and Psko\, and this route the 
Germans chose 

Alexander planned to forestall the enemy’s opera- 
tions by means of a few swift strokes at the less 
important points in order to confuse the enemy and 
to restrict his mo\ements, and then to finish him off 
with a decisi\e blow and to drive him from the 
country. 

At first he directed his drive north, towards the^ 
fortified town of Koporye, as the good wateiways* 
leading from that town provided the Germans with 
the best means of threatemng Novgorod He calcu- 
lated that by removing this menace he would be 
free to conduct his operations m other quarters 

Alexander set out with his troops for Koporye m 
1241 and on the way he defeated ihe Germans who 
had advanced into the valley of the river Luga On 
reaching the town he laid siege to it and finally 
captured it by stornu 

In the spnng of the foUowmg year he marche^ 
to Pskov. The Germans fought stubbornly to retain 
the town, but the Russian inhabitants aetivdy 
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ih^ beisie^ers* The Gernians itnabie to with- 
stand attack on their tront and in their real, 
collapsed and the cit\ wa> capturerl Over seventy 
kmght^ ai great icnown iell at tiie captuie oJt Pskov, 
observes the chronicler, and manj oi Ihc-ai wue 
taken captive to Xov^oiod, - ^ 

The.(Mi4urai;«tf“Ivopdr\e and P^kov a’d no. how- 
evti dev,-de the is^ue With the object of uTerlj 
e\lermmating the enemy, Akxandtr cairicd the war 
into his terruOiV He and ihe ciihie Russxan ptople, 
regarded the su^gle agaaist the German cui- 
knights ’ as a struggle tor the ver\ existence ot 
Russia tor their culture and iaith, loi their language 
and foi ^bxir tuture 

Betore launchmg the decisive attack additional 
reconnoitring was required and it was also neces- 
sary to safeguard the flanks and the rear .Alexander 
tberetore halted at Isbor and bivouacked his torces 


in the area between Lakes Peipus and Pskov m 
order to be within easy reach of the junction of the 
roads in the event of the enemy moving towards 
Novgorod - ^ - 

This was i-arly in the spring The ice on the lakes 
was still firm At dawn, on April 5, the Russian 
outpost saw the Germans ir'^ving across the ice of 
^Lake Peipus Their lances poised, their helmets and 
chain mail glistening in the rismg sun, they ad- 
vanced in a dark mass, mounted and on foot, m 
the direction of the Novgorodites For their campaign 
against Novgorod the Germans had what for those 
days was an enormous force Evidently, the Ger- 
mans had discovered where the Novgorodites were 
,*^encamped and pressed forward in close formation 
Alexander lined up his forces m his favourite 
^‘heel tormalion The wedge of the German “pig,” 
psnsistmg entirely of mail-clad warriors, advanced 
yowly but surely The Novgorodites waited calm 
?nd fearless, to meet their mortal foe At last the 
|attle commenced. An eye witness related that the 



spmt or the Russian ^o^ct^'s ’s^ab exceptional!} higl 
and that thev fought hke lions 

Clrudi>of anows \s(rc shot into the ranks of th 
eneny compelling the pig s flanks to pieas close 
to ns centre The nionile \ving:> ol the Xo\goroc 
iorccs, consisting inainn oi hoxbemen, co\erei b] 
the well-aimed arrows oi the how’men charged lh< 
German ilanks in oider to get to the enemy s rear 
mancemre was succ.ssiiil Soon the German' 
were dn\en into a clo'^e-packcd heap, then piogres 
was checked and iheir foimation was brokexi m 
Sunounded bv the Xotgoroddes, they were unabi- 
to brnig ihcir shock forces into action 

The ice dyed red with blood, ciacked* and n 
places irate wav imncr the wesiht ot men crowder 
upon d 

The Germans failed to wnthstand the onslaught 
They w’a\ered and then turned and fled to the west 
cm shore of the lake, pursued and cut dowm h] 
the Xovgorodites 

The pursuit ended with the tall of lught The ici 
wms strewn with dead bodies Many ot the wanior 
of both sides perished under the ice The Novgorod 
ites took many pnsoners 

Among the prisoners "were men from subject tube’ 
whom the Gemians had pressed into their ser 
vice These Alexandei released, and on their depar 
ture he said to them ‘'Go and tell them all in for 
eign lands that Russia lives Let them, withou 
fear come to us as guests But he w^ho comes agams 
iis with the sword shall perish by the sword 
Such IS the law of the land of Russia, and such i 
will always be^” 

Alexander’s victory" o^er the Germans made a dee| 
impression upon his contemporanes, not only ir 
Novgorod, Suzdal and other Russian towns, hut alsr 
outside of Russia, in the East and the West 

Alexander’s fame as a great military leader anj 
patriot remained undiramed to this day He wq 
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^ble quickly to gauge the enemy’s strength compared 
’yvnih Ins own calculate the time artd place of 
hat^^e and prompth take bold decisions He closely 
\\atched the enem\ s movements, and ^\hell circum- 
stances became unfa\ curable for attack^ ne tempo- 
anlv as'sumed the defensi\e in order to gam time 
He lined up his torce^ with a view to strikin" a 
elhng iil'iW at the enem^ s weakest spots, m his 
blanks and rear His actions weie always swiit, de- 
rm ntd and sudden taking tnc cnemv b> siirpii^e 
he defeat cf the Gcrman^i on Lake Peipus or the 
on ^he Ice as it is called, has gone into 
le history of war as a model of skilful leadership 
Soon alter the Battle on the Ice the Li\onian 
Kni.Lls sent their emissaries to Alexander, offering 
to conclude peace and to exchange pnsoneis The 
Germans pledged thcmsehes ne\er to attack Nov- 
401 od again 


They bioke their pledge, how^ever The Russian 
chroniclers repeatedly refer to the craftiness of the 
Li\onian Germans and to their subsequent attempts 
to attack Pskov and Novgorod In 1253 the knights 
again attacked Psko\, but the No\gorodites hast- 
ened to its assistance and beat off the Germans The 
attack was repeated m 1269 and in 1299, but each 
time It was repulsed On recuperating their forces, 
however, the Germans resumed their raids 
Of the series of defeats sustained by the Germans 
at Pskov in the course of many years the gravest 
^as that suffered by the Grand Master of the Livo- 
nian Order, von Plettenberg, whom the fascists in 
Germany ha\e exalted to the place of ‘'‘national hero ” 
In 1502, Plettenberg set out to achieve what his 
{redecessors in the thirteenth, fourteenth and fif- 
^nth centuries had failed to do, namely, subjugate 
^vgorod and Psko\ With a horde of knights out 
pr easy gam, together with their vassals, their serfs 



and local Child tribesmen, the\ set out on the march 

At first, Plettenberg gained some success in a bat^ 
ile fought against the forces of No^go^od and Psko. 
at Isborsk, but atPsko\ the Russian forces struck him 
*-uch a liea\y blow that he fled in panic The 
chronicler of that battle says that the German war- 
liors, all ‘ excreting blood, ’ barely managed to reach 
Riga 

As for Xo\gorod, the Germans ne\cr reached it 
Thanks to Alexander’s skilful leadership and th 
staunchness and courage of the people of No\gor< 
and Psko\ who protected the mtegnty and inde- 
pendence of their country Novgorod escaped +he 
slavery whicli the German kniahts desired to foice 
upon them 

The people of the So\iet Union revere the patriot- 
ism and military proivess displaj^ed by Alexander 
Nevskv and the heroism of the people of Novgorof 
and Pskov who fought so resolutely to defend thei 
countrv^ against the German aggressors Their slur 
ing example inspires them in the great struggle *he 
are w^aging today to protect their hberty, independ 
ence and honour from the encroachments of thf 
successors of the “cur-kmghts,” the fascist hordei 
of Hitlei Characteristic of the honoiu* in w^hich 
the Russian people hold their heroic ancestors an^ 
the connection they see between them and the pres- 
ent struggle is the recent institution by the Soviet 
Government of the Order of Alexander Nev'sky, which 
IS awarded to commanders of the Red Army — ^from 
platoon commanders to regimental commanders- — 
who combine personal courage with skilful leadership, 
valour wuth military knowledge, inspiration with 
shrewd calculation 

Alexander Nevsky inspires the Soviet warriors to 
perform great feats of valour in the struggle againg 
Hitler’s hordes 

On the other hand, the German fascists ha, 
learned nothing from the defeats which the Rnssial 
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ii the past repeatedly inflicted upon their haughty 
predecejssors, and with mule-like obstinacy are per- 
astinj, in the dirty work tor which their predeces- 
sors were repeatedly thrashed Hider has picked up 
Ihe rusty sword of the Livonian Knights and, m 
his turn, is tivmg to seize the lands ot Russia But 
the same fate arwaits him as overtook the “cur- 
kmghts 

Under the victorious banner of Lenin and under 
Stalin s leadership the people ot the Sovnet Union 
-nil ciush the German aggressors who have invaded 
me Land ol Soviets, wnll annihilate their armed 
forces, and hberate the w’orld from the bloody 
piayue of Hxderism foiever 





